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AMENDMENT 



Commissioner for Patents 



Washington, D.C. 20231 




Dear Sir: 



Responsive to the Office Action of August 21, 2002, please amend the above-identified 
application as follows: 

In the Specification 

Please replace the paragraph on page 7, lines 8-19, with the following: 
The light is returned and collected by the objective 30 and combined inside of the prism 
42, and returned as general elliptically polarized beam. The light directed into sample 12 and the 
light returned from the sample substantially share the same objective 30 as illustrated in FIG. 2. 
The polarization state of the light returned from the spots C and D depends upon the optical 
activity and optical retardance, particularly the difference in the average refractive index across 
the spots C and D. Accordingly, the amount of light from the image plane, which is focused by 
the condenser 34 and passes through the confocal aperture as the optical signal which is detected 
by the detector 24 depends upon the amount of polarization rotation, or the differential 
interference which produces a phase rotation of the polarization vector. Since the polarizing 
beamsplitter is set to reflect the polarization orthogonal to the incident polarization 16, towards 
the detector with greatest efficiency, the intensity of illumination at the detector depends upon 
the rotation and polarization (in effect the degree of elliptical polarization) which is produced by 
the material in the sample in the image plane. 



